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PONTOON RATLROAD BRIDGE

NINH BINH, NORTH VIRTNAM
2015N 10559E

SIGNIFICANCE:

THIS BRIEFING BOARD PORTRAYS THE CONTINUING EFFORT BY THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE TO MAINTAIN TRAFFICABILITY ON THEIR ROAD AND RATI, NETWORK
DESPITE U.S. AIR ATTACKS., THE PONTOON RAIL BRIDGE DEPICTED IS THE
ONLY KNOWN COMPLETED PONTOON RATLROAD BRIDGE IN NORTH VIETNAM,
LOCATION:

THE PONTOON RATLROAD BRIDGE IS LOCATED ON A BY-PASS OF THE

HA NOI/THANH HOA RATL LINE, JUST WEST OF THE DESTROYED NINH BINH

RATLROAD AND HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER SONG DAY AT 25X1

UTM XHO31hOk,
BACKGROUND :

SEVERAL OF THE TECHNIQUES USED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO
MAINTAIN THE SERVICEABILITY OF THEIR LINES OF COMMUNICATION ARE
DEPICTED ON THIS GRAPHIC, PRIOR TO THE U.S. BOMBING OF SELECTED
TARGETS IN NORTH VIETNAM, THE ONLY RIVER CROSSING AT THIS POINT
WAS THE NINH BINH RAILROAD AND HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER THE SONG DAY,
IN JUNE 1965 THIS BRIDGE WAS STRUCK AND THE SOUTHERN SPAN WAS
DROPPED, RENDERING THE BRIDGE UNSERVICEABLE, PRIOR TO AN AIR

STRIKE IN LATE 1966, NOT ONLY HAD THE ORIGINAL BRIDGE BEEN
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RESTORED FOR RATL USE, BUT A RATLRCAD BY-PASS BRIDGE, A RAIL FERRY,
TWO PONTOON BRIDGES, AND A PROBABLE RESERVE HIGHWAY FERRY HAD BEEN
PLACED IN SERVICE AT VARIOUS TIMES IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE FLOW OF
NECESSARY SUPPLIES. AT THE PRESENT TIME ONLY THE ORIGINAL BRIDGE
IS UNSERVICEABLE,

MISSION READOUT:

REVEALS THE PONTOON RATLROAD BRIDGE TO BE

SERVICEABLE EXCEPT FOR A REMOVED CENTER SPAN WHICH ALLOWS RIVER
TRAFFIC TO PASS. A SERVICEABLE PONTOON HIGHWAY BRIDGE IS LOCATED
JUST NORTE OF THE PONTOON RAIL BRIDGE AND A SERVICEABLE RAILROAD
FERRY IS OBSERVED JUST EAST OF THE ORIGINAL RAILROAD AND HIGHWAY
BRIDGE. THE RAILROAD BY-PASS BRIDGE EAST OF THE RATLROAD AND

EIGHWAY BRIDGE IS ALSO SERVICEABLE (NOT SHOWN ON GRAPHIC).

ALL UTM COORDINATES ARE TAKEN FROM AMS SERIES 17014, SHEET 6149 T.

These notes have been prepared for briefing purposes only and showld not be used for detailed analytical work. Their use
should be restricted to the particular briefing board(s) they were prepared for and must be considered valid only for the re-
porting period as indicated by the date of issue. For information concerning these notes contact Chief, Callateral Support

vision, NP, . A000600060012-9
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